
Ẹkpẹn (leopard figures) are widely featured in 
Benin arts. In Benin, leopards are considered the 
king of the forest and as such seen as a symbol 
of authority. The leopard is a royal symbol of 
kingship because it embodies the qualities of 
courage, strength, ferocity and wisdom.

ẸKPẸN
Leopard Figure


